THE MARQUISE PRESIDES OVER ARTISTS
get him back to Versailles, he wrote La Pucelle, wherein the
patroness who had been hymned as fila divine d'Etioles' was
referred to as a 'lucky grisette. The offending verses were
omitted in the edition of 1762.

Voltaire's pride was soothed a little when he was com-
missioned to write a Panegyrique de Louis XJ^on the occasion
of the conclusion of war. Pompadour was presented with a
copy in blue morocco stamped with the royal arms and
decorated with laces. In his capacity of royal historiographer,
he analysed the treaty which brought the war to an end. He
showed the manuscript to Pompadour; it concluded with
these extraordinary lines, concerning the peace: 'One will
learn with surprise that it was the fruit of the pressing coun-
sels of a young lady of the highest rank, renowned for her
charms, her singular talents, her intelligence and the enviable
place she occupies/ Pompadour, thus immortalized, owned
that this time Voltaire had surpassed Crebillon, and on May
27th, 1749, he was suitably rewarded.

Later, when the rumour went round that Voltaire had a
hand in the insulting verses composed by Frederick the Great
against Pompadour, he wrote to Choiseul indignantly excul-
pating himself. Pompadour asked Choiseul to send him a
message: 'La marquise de Pompadour has asked me to send
you a thousand kind messages from her . . . [she] loves you
with all her heart, she says so all the time/ We will see later on
how secure their reconciliation was to be. She felt a little ill at
ease with Louis when the news reached her that street hawkers
were selling the portrait of her protege in the streets of Paris,
crying raucously: 'Portrait of Voltaire, that famous Prussian,
two sous, the famous Prussian/ Why had he fled so treacher-
ously to that Frederick who said dreadful things about her?

Pompadour's relations with Rousseau were no less tem-
pestuous: he came to watch the last rehearsal of Le Devin du
Village^ 'bashful as a schoolboy5 before the brilliant actresses